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International Community Foundation Gifted Home, $4M 
Endowment 
 

Giving — Joyce Glazer 

The International Community Foundation was gifted the home of John and Christy Walton in 

National City, where ICF will establish a center for cross-border philanthropy. The Waltons also 

gave the ICF $4 million to maintain the property. “By gifting our former home to ICF, my 

family seeks to promote bi-national programs, initiatives and dialogue between the U.S. and 

Mexico that we hope will lead to expanded cross-border philanthropy, while at the same time 

preserving a piece of National City’s rich cultural history,” said Christy Walton.  

• • •  

Sharp HealthCare Foundation has reached its $50 million capital campaign goal with a gift of 

$500,000 from the Stephen and Mary Birch Foundation. The campaign has received more than 

7,000 gifts, which will be used for Sharp Metropolitan Medical Campus, including the new 

Sharp Memorial Hospital and Sharp Chula Vista Medical Center.  

• • •  

Rao and Padma Makineni donated $1 million to La Jolla Playhouse for the play development 

center. Housed at the Joan and Irwin Jacobs Center for La Jolla Playhouse, the center is where 

rehearsals and opening night celebrations are held. Managing Director Steven Libman said “the 

board of trustees, staff and artists of La Jolla Playhouse express their deepest gratitude for the 

exemplary support of Rao and Padma Makineni and are proud to identify a building that 

represents the heart and soul of the Playhouse in recognition of their generosity.”  

• • •  

Ernest Rady and the Rady Family Foundation contributed $5 million to the Rady School of 

Management at UC San Diego. The gift will support the construction of phase II of the Rady 

School campus. The final construction will complete the campus of the school, and provide 

facilities for educators and scholars. “Ernest Rady and the Rady Family Foundation have 

provided extraordinary leadership support for our campus,” said Chancellor Marye Anne Fox.  

• • •  

The Birch Aquarium at Scripps 

Institution of Oceanography received a 

$750,000 challenge grant from the 

Conrad N. Hilton Foundation. The first 

installment of the grant has been 

received and the aquarium is working 

toward raising the remaining $375,000 

to realize the total grant. The funds will 

be used to support its educational 

program and exhibit about climate 

change.  

• • •  

The National MS Society’s 21st annual Union Bank of California MS Auction Dinner raised 

$550,000 for multiple sclerosis research and programs and services for people with MS. Other 

sponsors included Clear Channel Radio San Diego, Continental Airlines, Nordstrom, Sycuan 

Resort & Casino, Kaiser Permanente, Qualcomm Inc. and Barefoot Wine.  

• • •  
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Packed as it is with a 
preponderance of smaller 
companies, the San Diego 
Business Journal Index of 91 
public companies didn’t fare too 
badly last year, sustaining a 3 
percent decline in 2007.

Business Journal’s 
Public Stock Index 
Declines Modest 3 
Percent in 2007

 
If a plum international client win 
by independent advertising 
agency NYCA is any indication, 
small is better. NYCA, an 
Encinitas-based firm owned by 
Michael Mark, announced Jan. 
3 that it has landed the adidas 
Golf account.

NYCA Ad Agency Scores 
Another Hole-in-One

 
With the U.S. Open slated to 
begin at Torrey Pines Golf 
Course in La Jolla five months 
from now, Jay Rains is giving 
himself a reality check.

Torrey Pines Par for the 
Course for U.S. Open

 
Almost six months after Pfizer 
Inc. announced the first 
occupant of its La Jolla 
incubator, the pharmaceutical 
giant welcomed two new 
occupants and said last week 
that it will expand the program 
into the Bay Area and Boston.

Pfizer Expanding 
Incubator Concept to Bay 
Area, Boston
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The Donald P. Shiley Center for Science and Technology, the Degheri Alumni Center, the 

Missions Café and Fitness Center, and Mother Rosalie Hill Hall have all been completed on the 

University of San Diego campus as a result of the $200 million capital campaign. Darlene 

Shiley, chair of USD’s board of trustees, along with USD President Mary Lyons made the 

announcement on Jan. 3.  
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