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Quick F acts

Name: Richard K iy

Distinct ion: Former ly in government service and the

private sector, K iy joined the nonprofi t Sa n

Diego-based Inte rnat ional Community Fo undation in

2001 as p resident and CEO. He will  be honored on

March 6 at the San Diego Natural Histo ry Mus eum’s

seventh annual Dos Agui las/Two Eagles Binational

Fiesta for h is contribution to cro ss-border  cooper ation

and envi ronmental  unders tanding.

Born:San Diego 46 years ago

Educat ion: A.B.  in  economics w ith an emphasis on

natural re source  economics, Stanford Universi ty,

1984, and an MPA, M asters in Public Administ ration ,

1986, from Harvard University’s John F.  K ennedy

School o f Government.

Fami ly: He and his wife,  M onica (nee Gui tte rez-Lam),

have been married 14 years. They have two sons,

Derek,  12, and Danny, 9.

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

  

 

Pro file: R ichard Kiy

Local resident makes a difference helping donors  safely channel charitable contributions
abroad

By Arthur Lightbourn

Richar d Kiy  (pronounced “K-eye”) wi ll so on be re cognized and honored as an “e agle” at the seventh

annual Dos Aguilas/Tw o Eagles Bi national Fiesta on Friday, Ma rch 6, at  th e San Diego Natural H istory

M useum.

T he museum fu ndraising f iesta each ye ar honors two people who have contributed si gnificantly  to  cr oss-

border  cooper ation and environmental u ndersta nding.

K iy, 46, p resident and CEO of  th e San Diego-bas ed International Community Fo undation ( ICF), will  s hare

to p “eagle” honors with Enrique Ga mboa Núñez, president of the B oys and Girls Club of Mexico.

T he ICF, established i n 1990, is a nonprofi t p ublic  char ity dedicated to increasing ch aritable g iving and

volunte erism acro ss U.S.  borders.

S inc e taking ove r th e helm of the ICF in 2001, Ki y has helped the Foundation gr ow to more than $12 million

in assets and has made g rants to ta ling more th an $21 mi llion to nonprofi ts a nd other charitab le causes

primarily in Mexico,  but also in Guatemala, Domin ican Republ ic, Argentina, Peru, Canada and China.

Ove r the p ast ye ar, the Foundation awarded 86 g rants  to ta ling more than $4.6 million to  51 nonprofi t

organizations. More than 95 perce nt of the grants  are donor-advise d, grants channeled to  specific  quali fied

nonprofits designated by donors.

“ We’re funding educa tion-,  health- , e nvironmentally-relate d projects,  arts,  c ultu re and community

development, ” Ki y s aid.

Prior to j oin ing the Foundation, Kiy h ad developed an extensiv e resume in both the U.S. gov ernment, speci alizing in  env ironmental prote ction,

health, and sa fety,  and the private sector of inte rnat ional business.

He is the co-author o f the book En vironmental Manage-ment along North America ’s Borders and co -editor o f The Ti es that B ind Us: Mexican

Migrants in San Diego County.

Th e ICF is headquarte red in N ational City.

We  interviewed Kiy  on the patio of a  local ca fe on th e afternoon o f the inauguration of Ba rack Ob ama as the 44th P resident of the U.S.

“ I was very  encour aged by the me ssage that  Ob ama has  sent to Americans about  our respons ibi lity  to

g ive bac k,”  Kiy sa id. “ Our co untry  is facing enormous challenges  and we’re  a ll going to

have to  p itch in and make a  d ifference…

“ There are a lot of ways people can co ntribute to  make th is country  s tronger. And one

way is  work ing wi th  nonprofits.  There are  a multitude of  nonpr ofits that people can get

invo lved wi th. It’s a  matte r of people se arching th eir  pass ions and interests and

figuring out a w ay to ch annel some those interests and passions so they  c an make a

difference.”

Th e ICF assists U.S.  donors to  make ta x d eductib le gifts to qual ified n onprofi ts in the

regions i t serves by providing the due d iligence and fol low-up site  v isits to e nsure that

individuals, co mpanies and family foundations w ishing to give can do so legal ly while

immediately help ing the communities abroad that they care about.

Kiy is 5-fo ot-10, weighs a so lid 185 pounds, has a  fu ll h ead of thick sal t- and-pepper

hair , a nd keeps in  shape by ocean swimming regularly off  Del Mar.

Kiy, who was born in San Diego,  th e middle ch ild  in  a  family  o f three boy s. He is  th e

proud so n of immigra nt parents . “I ’m a half-bre ed like Ob ama,” Kiy sa id.  His fath er, a

machinis t, was born i n England.  His mother was born in Me xico.

Kiy, of  course, is f luently bi lingual , an a sset that has stood h im in good ste ad

throughout his career .

He attended C rawford High School i n east  S an Diego where he was on the s wim a nd

water polo teams. He is  a  graduate o f Stanford University, A.B . i n economics with an

emphasi s on natural re source  economics, 1984; a nd Har vard University’s John F.

Kennedy Sch ool of Government (MPA, 1986).

Kiy init ially thought of becoming a marine bio logist but while a t Stanford he did an

overseas  s tudy program in  England study ing the f ishing policy o f the European

 

 



Economic C ommunity (EE C). “That sw itched my interest  to  th e policy side of sci ence,” he sa id.

After earning his  master’s degree, he wor ked as a development analyst for  th e London Docklands Development C orp.  in London, England, a nd,

in 1987, w ith the San Diego Eco nomic Development  Corporation responsible for a ttra cting Japanese and Ko rean investment to the S an Diego/

Ti juana region.

“ I’ve been working on border issues e ver since, ” he said. “My  interest in  environment  s tarted because of all the wo rk I was doing with the

Economic D evelopment Corporation; I started realizing so me of the trans-boundar y env ironmental issu es that w ere occurri ng because of the

waste th at was being brought across the border from th e manufa cturing proc esses of many companies.

“ I became very interested in the publ ic policy aspects o f h azar dous w aste management.”

Th at rea lization led h im to  join the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

Fro m 1 991 to 1994, he se rved as Special  As sistant for U.S.-Me xico Border Af fa irs  a t the EPA’s Of fice of Internat ional Ac tivities and Act ing

Environmenta l Atta ché at  th e U.S. Embassy in Mexico.

His pr ivate sector experience includes serving as se nior vic e president  o f SAIC (S cience Applications In ternational Corp .) d e Mexico, and

director of environmenta l informati on systems wi th SAIC’s Venezuelan-based subsid iary,  INT ESA; and la ter as vi ce president for Business

Development for Pric eSmart, Inc. , helping th e company wi th  its expansion in to Centra l America and the Caribbean.

In  1998, he returned to Wa shington, to serve as P rincipal Deputy Assi stant Se cretary for Environmental He alth  &  S afety at the Department of

Energy.

Kiy acknowledges that  drug-rela ted violence in Tijuana is certa inly affecting tourism to Mexico, but h e believes the best way to address the

drug pro blem and other cri tical issues i n Mexico is to  help them bui ld a strong civil socie ty.

For  example, he said, in  poor squatter communities in Baja California where both parents work fu ll time to support their families and

overcrowded schools operate in two sh ifts,  c hildren are o fte n lef t to sh ift for th emselves after school.

“ Tijuana has over 200,000 la tch-key kids,” he said.

“ So if yo u want to address some of the root causes of drug violence, one solution is to keep kids off  the st reets…T he Boys and Girls Club of

Mexico in T i juana is providing an a lternati ve plac e for kids to go after sch ool…We  take  Boys a nd Girls Clubs in  th is country fo r granted,  but in

Mexico it ’s a re latively new thing and the cl ub in T i juana is the first  of hopefu lly many more.”

ICF donors support  more than 50 Mexican communi ty p rojects and nonprof its.

ICF donors include: N ew Americans: immigrants and f irst genera tion Americans with ties to communi ties abroad; Americans living abroad, an

estimated 50,000 live in Mexico; U.S. companies committed to  making a difference in  overseas communit ies  where  th ey do business; a nd

internationally-minded Americans wi th a p assion and commitment to in ternational communi ty -based giv ing.

Despite the current economic recession w hich is a ffe cting all charities including the ICF, K iy remains optimistic  about the fu ture of g iving and

volunteerism.

“ There are lots o f wa ys to giv e…. I believe the emerging baby  boom generation is  th is huge untapped potential that  is just w aiting to be

unleashed, not just in ternat ionally  but throughout the country. And I think that’s what Obama w as referring to when he talks  about some of the

opportunities for giving a nd making a d ifference.”

Kiy volunteers  as an assistant sco ut maste r wi th  Troop 7 65 in C armel Valley.

For  more information on th e Dos Aguilas Fiesta, v isit www.sdnhm.org. T o reserve tickets, ca ll 6 19-255-0188.

For  more information on th e In ternational Community Foundation, visit  www. icfdn.org
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